A Farewell Message

The Consul-General of Japan in Sydney, Mr Nobuhito Hobo, returned
to Tokyo on 23 February, having held the post of Consul-General since
2 October 2007.

Sydney must be one of the friendliest
cities to live in with its wonderful
environment and people. | have
certainly enjoyed the opportunity to live
and work in this city. Over the two
years and four months | spent in
Sydney as Consul-General, | have had
many happy experiences and | leave
to return to Tokyo confident in the
excellent relationship between our two
countries.

pleased to see how the various
Japanese organisations are working
together better than ever to promote
friendship between our two peoples
and to support cultural exchange within
their communities.

As we all know, Japanese is one of

the most widely studied foreign
languages in Australia, but | am also
aware that much effort has also been
going into providing children of
Japanese descent with opportunities to
stay in touch with Japanese culture and
language. Japanese societies and
Australia-Japan friendship
associations’ festivals and cultural days
are popular events among the general
public in many places in NSW, in the
NT and in New Caledonia*.

Bilateral ties are strong. The very last
days of my Sydney posting were
marked by the visit to Australia by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan,
Mr Katsuya Okada, who met with
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and the
Australian Defence and Foreign
Ministers. Japan and Australia share
many regional and global common
interests and goals, and we will
continue to cooperate on a wide range
of regional and international issues.

Finally, I would like to thank you for the
support so many of you have
generously extended to me and my
office in the past and ask that you
continue to extend this friendship and
cooperation to the Consulate and its
members in the future.

My time in Australia also demonstrated
to me how Japan-Australia economic
ties continue to provide opportunities
for both our countries. Even during the
GFC, Australian exports to Japan
increased and there were new waves
of Japanese investment in Australia.
This speaks of the strength of our long
economic relationship.

Thank you and see you again.

At the grassroots level | withessed
vibrant and enduring ties. During my
tenure, | made the most of
opportunities to visit regional towns
and cities that have sister-city
relationships with places in Japan. |
was able to observe firsthand the ties
of friendship that have grown between
Australians and many Japanese
expatriates who have made New South
Wales and the Northern Territory their
home.

Mr Nobuhito Hobo

We look forward to introducing Mr Hobo’s
successor to readers in our next issue.

Many Japanese expatriates make
important contributions to ties between
Australia and Japan. | have been very

*As the closest diplomatic mission, the Sydney Consulate provides consular support to New
Caledonia which is under the jurisdiction of the Embassy of Japan in France.
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Visit to Australia
by Japanese Foreign Minister
Mr Katsuya Okada

Mr Katsuya Okada, the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, paid his first
official visit to Australia on Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 March.
During his two-day visit, the Foreign Minister paid a courtesy call on Australian
Prime Minister Mr Kevin Rudd and held talks with Defence Minister Senator
John Faulkner and Foreign Minister Mr Steven Smith.

After arriving in Sydney early on
Saturday morning, Mr Okada’s first
engagement was a visit to the Japan
Club of Sydney’s Japanese Language
City School where he was able to
observe a class in action.

partnership agreement (EPA) and the
future regional framework of the Asia-
Pacific.

Sunday saw Mr Okada in Perth. His
engagements included a visit with

Foreign Minister Okada speaking with students at the Japan Club of Sydney’s
Japanese Language School held at Ultimo Public School.

The Minister later hosted a lunch for
representatives of the Japanese
community and he was able to gain an
impression of life in Sydney.

In the afternoon, Mr Okada had a
meeting with the Minister for Defence
Senator John Faulkner. They
discussed areas of cooperation
including the development of a new
logistics agreement between the
Japanese Self-Defense Forces and
the Australian Defence Force. This will
enable the two countries to better
coordinate, for example, relief and
peace-keeping operations. Trilateral
security with the United States of
America was also discussed.

The Foreign Minister then paid a
courtesy call on the Australian Prime
Minister, Mr Kevin Rudd, at Kirribilli.
Among the topics discussed were
negotiations towards an economic

Australian Foreign Minister Mr
Stephen Smith to the Kings Park War
Memorial for a wreath laying
ceremony.

The two foreign ministers also held
discussions lasting around an hour
and half. Whaling was of course one
of the issues discussed, but the
ministers agreed that despite it being
an issue of significant disagreement,
whaling should not be allowed to
affect the overall excellent
relationship that Japan and Australia
share.

Ministers Okada and Smith issued a
joint statement, Toward a World
without Nuclear Weapons, in which
they confirmed their decision to work
together to realise a world with
decreased nuclear threat on the way
to a world with no nuclear weapons.

For more on Japan-Australia relations see:
www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/australia/index.html
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