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Japan's friendship
Following reports in the media on the Japanese icebreaker Shirase, | wish to clarify that there
is no connection between the Shirase’s presence in the Antarctic and Japan’s research whaling
program. Contrary to reports, the Shirase is not a warship and is used for routine Antarctic
research expeditions.
The ship was launched in 2008 and its predecessors (also named ‘Shirase’) have been active in
supporting Antarctic expeditions and in carrying out peaceful activities.
The ship highlights the tradition of mutual support and co-operation between Australia and
Japan. Its predecessor rescued the Australian icebreakers Nella Dan and Aurora Australis in
1985 and 1998 respectively.
The ship is named after the Japanese explorer Lieutenant Nobu Shirase who, in 1911, was
forced by poor conditions to spend the winter in Sydney.
Edgeworth David of Sydney University gave his support to the expedition and, in thanks,
Shirase gave David his sword. It is now in the Australian Museum.

I hope this ship will always stand as a symbol of friendship between Australia and Japan.

Masahiro Kohara, PhD

Consul-General of Japan, Sydney
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